
 
 

Byerley Park Primary School 

Geography Long Term Plan 

Reception 
All about me – our houses  

Describe the immediate environment 

 

All around us – Our local area and Contrasting 

locations   

Recognise some similarities and differences between 

life in this country and life in other countries. 

 

Our world – weather/seasons 

Draw information from a simple map. 

 

Reception 

vocabulary 

Newton Aycliffe, school, home, house, live, street, 

Greenfield Way, Byerley Park, grass, tarmac, astro- turf, 

plants, trees, hedge,  

Beach, holiday, sun, sand, swimming pool, sea, hot, 

cold, snow, ice, iceberg, frozen,  

School, map, building, grass, road, trees, hot, cold, 

windy, frosty, snowy, rainy, sunny, cloudy,  

Reception 

Intent 

I can tell you that I live in Newton Aycliffe/Shildon 

I can tell you that our school is called Byerley Park, and 

that it is on Greenfield Way 

I can tell you what I like and don’t like in our Reception 

play ground 

I can tell you about where I have been on holiday, or 

where my friends have been on holiday using 

photographs to help me. 

I can tell you what is the same and what is different 

about where I live and a place in a familiar story, picture 

or non-fiction text. 

I can tell you what I can spot on an aerial view of the 

school (buildings, grass, roads, trees) 

I can draw a map of an imaginary story setting  

I can tell you what the weather is like. 

I can use a picture to help me tell you about how the 

natural world changes throughout the year. 

Year 1 

All About Me  

Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United Kingdom. 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom. 
- Give examples for Human and Physical Geography. 

- Identify Human Geography in Newton Aycliffe. 

- Describe Physical Geography in a local area I visit. 

- Know different types of weather in the UK. 

- Describe the seasons. 

Where I Live 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its countries. 

Use simple compass directions. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

geography of their school and its grounds and the key 

human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

- Know where they live and identify it on a map.  

- Talk about the different things there are in Newton 

Aycliffe. 

- Know the school address and what is near to it. 

- Study the school grounds. 

- Draw a simple map of their route to school. 

(Field work focus and observational skills) 

 

 

 

UK 

Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding seas. 

 

- Know the difference between a town and a countryside. 

- Understand that the UK is a union of 4 countries;  

name and locate these. 

- Name the 4 capital cities and the surrounding seas. 

 



 
 

 

 

Prior 

Knowledge 

Reception – All about me, our houses 
Reception - All around us, local area 

Reception – our world, weather and seasons 

Leads To 
Year 1 – Where I Live 

 
Year 1 - UK 

Year 2 – What a Wonderful world and At the Seaside 

Year 1 

Vocabulary 

Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather, city, 

town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, 

shop. 

Map, Newton Aycliffe, England, ROF 59, Byerley Park, 

In our Image, train station, school, landmark, key, route, 

compass, north, east, south, west   

England, Wales, Northern Ireland, Scotland, London, 

Cardiff, Dublin, Edinburgh, North Sea, Irish Sea, 

English Channel, Atlantic Ocean, landmark  

Year 1 

Intent 

-Explain the term Human Geography and identify 

examples in Newton Aycliffe (e,g, In our Image, ROF 

59, Train station).  

-Explain the term Physical Geography and identify 

examples from a photograph of a coastline (e.g. sea, 

sand, cliff).   

-Name the 4 Seasons (Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter) 

and describe one change that takes place (e.g. in Autumn 

the leaves fall off the trees). 

 

 

-Name the town you live in (Newton Aycliffe), locate it 

on a map of the UK and talk about different places that 

are there (ROF 59, Tesco, In our Image, Byerley Park) 

-Explore the school grounds, finding examples of 

Human Geography (trim trail, Muga, school building) 

and Physical Geography (grass, trees, hill).  

-Draw a map of my route to school identifying different 

things that I see on the way (e.g. street name, shops/ 

churches etc.)  

-Name the 4 points of a compass (North, East, South, 

West) and use these to find places on a simple map.  

-Locate the UK on a map of the world.  

-Locate England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales 

on a map of the UK and discuss the surrounding seas.  

-Identify capital cities for each county (London, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast).  

-Talk about different places in each country (Loch Ness, 

Buckingham Palace, Giant’s Causeway, Mount 

Snowdon).  

 

Year 2 

What a Wonderful World 
  
-To name and locate the world’s seven continents and 

five oceans. 
-To use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

UK and it’s countries, as well as the countries, 

continents and oceans at this Key Stage. 
-To understand the location of hot and cold areas of 

the world in relation to the equator and North and 

South Pole. 
-To use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks 

and basic human and physical geography. 
-To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 

physical and human features. 
 

Wherever Next? 

-To identify, at a simple level, some of the key 

features of different climate zones and weather by 

using geographical photographs 

-To locate and recognise features of the coldest places 

on Earth. 

-To recognise the different locations of the cold areas 

of the world. 

-To identify some of the distinctive characteristics of 

the these polar regions. 

-To identify the location and key features of the 

equatorial region 

-To recognise the impact of physical features on 

human life in a country on the equator. 

The Seaside 

 

-To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to the 

human and physical features of the seaside 
-To name, locate and identify characteristics of the 

four countries and capital cities of the UK. 
-To use world maps, atlases, and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this Key 

Stage. 
-To use aerial photographs and to recognise the 

landmarks and basic human and physical features. 
-To use simple compass directions and locational and 

directional language to describe the location and 

features and routes on a map. 



 
 

-To use evidence gathered from fieldwork to identify 

the type of location that we live in.  

 

 

 

-To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 

the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 

areas of the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior 

Knowledge 

 

Year 1 - UK  Year 1 - UK 

Leads To 

 
Year 3 - Rainforests Year 3 - Rainforests 

 

Year 2 

Vocabulary 

Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather, city, 

town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, 

shop, Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, North America, 

South America, Antarctica, Artic, Southern, Indian, 

Atlantic, Pacific 

 

Earth, poles, Equator, continent, Asia, Africa, Europe, 

Australia, North America, South America, Antarctica,  
ocean, Artic, Southern, Indian, Atlantic, Pacific, climate, 

weather, location, globe, physical feature, compass, North, 

South, East, West 

 

Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 

river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather, city, 

town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, 

shop, pier, lighthouse, rocks, aerial. 

Year 2 

Intent 

-Locate and name the World’s 7 continents.  
(Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, North America, South 

America & Antarctica) 
-Locate and name the World’s 5 oceans.  
(Artic, Southern, Indian, Atlantic, Pacific) 
-To locate and name the 4 countries of the UK  
(England, Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland) 
-To know what and where the equator is. 
 

-To know what the Equator is. (An imaginary line 

around the middle of the Earth half way between the 

North Pole and the South Pole) 

-To name and locate the cold areas of the world. (North 

Pole & South Pole). 

-To name and locate the hot areas of the world. SEE 

ADELE – Australia, North Africa, Middle East & 

Mexico?) 

To recognise the features of the cold areas of the Earth 

(ice, icebergs in the sea, snow, extreme low 

temperatures) 

-To recognise the features of the hot areas of the Earth 

(Extreme high temperatures, dry land, sandy deserts, sea) 

 

-Recognise and name humans features of the seaside  
(pier, lighthouse, harbour, port) 
-Recognise and name physical features of the seaside 

(cliff, beach, sea, rocks) 
 -To recognise human and physical features of the 

seaside on an aerial photograph 

 



 
 

Year 3 

Extreme Earth 

- To describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography. 

 

- describe what you find underground 
- explain how volcanoes are formed 
- explain how volcanos affect people’s lives 
- explain what causes earthquakes and how they are 

measured 
- explain what causes tsunamis and how they affect 

people 
- explain what causes tornadoes and they affect they 

have 
 

  

The UK 

- To name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

- mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time. 

- name and locate countries and cities of the United 

Kingdom. 

-  name and locate areas of high ground in the UK 
-  identify ways that London has changed over time. 
-  identify the position and significance of the Prime/ 

Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 

and night) in the context of London’s history 
-  identify how the human characteristics of the UK 

have changed over time 
 

- To use the eight points of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world 
- use the eight compass points to describe the location 

of the countries and cities of the UK 
- use the eight points of a compass to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom in the context of 

UK rivers and seas. 
 

- To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied in the context of counties of the 

UK 
- use a map to locate some of the counties in the UK 
 
 

Rainforests 

- To locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major 

cities. 

- identify areas of the world containing rainforests 
- use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 
-  identify the position and significance of the Equator 

and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

- describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography, including climate zones and vegetation 

belts in the context of a tropical climate, layers of a 

rainforest and rainforest inhabitants 

- understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of a region of the United Kingdom 

and a region within North or South America by 

comparing the Amazon rainforest and Newton 

Aycliffe 

- describe and understand key aspects of human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use. 

 

Field work study: local study, local woodlands, data 

collection and presentation tasks. 

 

 



 
 

Prior 

Knowledge 

 

 Year 1 - UK  

Leads To 

 
Year 5 – Magnificent Mountains Year 4 – Somewhere to settle and All around the world Year 6 – Amazing Americas 

Year 3 
Vocabulary 

Magma, Volcano, Eruption, Crater, Shockwave, Richter, 

Tsunami, Tornado 

United Kingdom, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 

Ireland, Great Britain, London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, 

Belfast, North, East, West, South, North Sea, English 

Channel, Irish Sea, Atlantic Ocean, River Thames 

Rainforest, Climate, Habitat, Amazon rainforest, 

Hamsterley Forest, Amazon River, Natives, Woodland, 

Heathland, Soil erosion 

Year 3 

Intent 

Name the layers that make up the Earth 
Name 3 key parts of a volcano 
Show where most volcanoes are found on a map. 
Describe a tsunami 
Describe 3 examples of damage caused by a tsunami 
Explain how tornadoes form  
Describe 3 ways about how scientists collect data about 

storms.  

Locate the countries that make up the UK on a map. 

Name and label the capital cities of the countries of the 

UK. 

Use the eight compass points to describe/find/describe a 

location on a map. 

Name the seas surrounding the UK. 

Name 3 of the UK’s Northeast rivers and the Thames. 

Find those rivers on a map. 

Name the sea the above rivers flow into. 

Name 3 counties local to Durham and find them on a 

map. 

Find County Durham on a map. 

Name 3 areas of high ground in the UK and find them on 

a map. 

Identify the location of the Prime Meridian. 

Tell why London was chosen to be the location of the 

Prime Meridian. 

 

Use an atlas to find 3 countries of the world 

where rainforests are found. 

Find information about rainforests in one of those 

countries. 

Find the tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn on a map. 

Explain rainforests are found between 

the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

Know 3 plants found in each layer. 

Name 2 animals that live in each layer  

Year 4 

All Around The World 

 

- To identify the position and significance of the 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere  

- To identify the position and significance of 

latitude and longitude 

Somewhere To Settle 

 

To describe and understand key aspects of human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water 

What’s It Like In Whitby? 

 

- To name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers) and land use 

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time 



 
 

- To use maps, atlases and globes to locate 

countries in the context of using co-ordinates to 

read maps 

- To identify the position and significance of the 

Arctic and the Antarctic Circle  

- To identify the position and significance of the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn  

- To identify the position and significance of the 

Prime/ Greenwich Meridian 

- To identify the position and significance of time 

zones (including day and night)  

 

- explain the position and significance of the Equator, 

the Northern Hemisphere, and the Southern 

Hemisphere. 
- identify lines of latitude and longitude 

- use longitude and latitude to find places on maps, 

atlases and globes. 

- describe the key features of the polar regions and 

compare them to the UK. 

- compare the climate of the tropics with the UK 

climate. 

- explain the position and significance of the Prime 

Meridian 

- explain the position and significance of time 

zones 
 

To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world 
 

 

- explain why settlements develop in certain 

locations. 
- use maps to identify settlements built by invaders. 
- Compare land use in different settlements 
- Use maps to identify links between different 

settlements 
- Create a map of a settlement 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- To understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of physical and 

human geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom 
 

- Identify Whitby and its major features 
- To compare the physical geography of Newton 

Aycliffe and Whitby 
- Identify Whitby and its major features 
- compare the human geography of Whitby with that 

of my own area. 

- Create a travel guide for a trip to Whitby 
- compare the physical and human features of Whitby 

with those of the area I live in. 

 

Field work study: coasts ‘What happens when the land 

meets the sea? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior 

Knowledge 
 

Year 3 - The UK 
Year 3 - The UK 

 

Year 3 - The UK 

 

Leads To 
 

Year 5 – Marvellous Maps 

Year 6 – Amazing Americas 

 

Year 5 – Marvellous Maps 

Year 6 – Amazing Americas 

 

 

Year 5 – Magnificent Mountains 

Year 6 – Raging Rivers 



 
 

Year 4 

Vocabulary 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 

Latitude, Longitude, Co-ordinates, Polar region, North 

Pole, South Pole, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, 

Antarctica, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, The 

Tropics, Tropical, Climate, Prime Meridian, Greenwich 

Meridian, Greenwich Mean Time, GMT, International 

Date Line, Time zone  

 

Settlement, Settler, Site, Need, Shelter, Food, Defence, 

Water, Fuel, Building Materials, Agriculture, Transport, 

Invader, Origin, Suffix, Pattern, Village, Town, City, 

Land use, Retail, Leisure, Housing, Business, Industrial, 

Link, Journey, Route, Plan, Key, Symbol 

Whitby, Yorkshire, Town, Coast, Physical features, 

Human features, Landscape, Feature, Land use, Retail, 

Leisure, Housing, Business, Industrial, Agriculture, 

Physical Geography, Human Geography, Cultural, 

Itinerary, Travel guide, Attraction, Tourist, Activities 

Year 4 Intent 

- Locate the equator on a map and name 3 of the 

countries (Brazil, Kenya, Maldives) on it 

- Locate the Northern and Southern Hemisphere on a 

map 

- Use longitude and latitude to find South America, 

Africa and Oceania on a world map 

- To describe features of the polar region of the Arctic 

Circle 

- To describe the features of the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn 

- Explain why the Prime Meridian location was 

chosen 

- Explain what a settlement is 

- Identify features of a settlement site 

- Explain the differences between urban and rural 

areas of land 

- To name 3 UK places of settlement (York – Viking, 

Hastings – Anglo-Saxons, Chichester – Romans) 

- To identify four of the eight points (NNE, ENE, 

ESE, SSE, SSW, WSW, WNW, NNW) of a 

compass 

- Locate Whitby on a UK map 

- Locate Newton Aycliffe on a UK map 

- Identify 2 physical features (Coastal areas and North 

Yorkshire National Park) of Whitby 

- Identify 2 human features (housing, leisure) of 

Whitby 

- Describe two differences (coastal location, Whitby 

Abbey)  between Whitby and Newton Aycliffe 

- Describe two similarities (factories and housing) 

between Whitby and Newton Aycliffe 

 

Year 5 

What can we discover about Eastern Europe? 

- To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied.  

- To locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia), concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities. 

- To understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom and a region in a European country. 

- To describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including: types of settlement 

Magnificent Mountains 

-To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 

-To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 

on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities.  

-To name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills and 

mountains). 

Marvellous Maps 

- Using Atlases to locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and North and South America 

by using an atlas. 

-  To name and locate cities of the UK and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics 

by using an atlas.  

-  To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied by using the index and 

co-ordinates. 

- To use symbols and a key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world by 



 
 

and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 

-  Identify the countries of Europe. 
- Identify the capital city of a country. 
- Compare features of eastern European landscapes 
       with my own area. 

- Compare the climate of eastern European regions 
- with that of my own area. 
- Compare the human geography of eastern European 

regions with that of my own area. 
- Present information about one area of 
        eastern Europe. 

- Explain the impact of the Chernobyl nuclear 

disaster. 
 

Field work: weather/climate observations 

-To describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography. 

-To describe and understand key aspects of human 

geography, including economic. 

 

- Use a map to find countries and their key features. 
- Locate key mountain ranges of the world. 
- Locate key areas of higher ground in the UK. 
- Use a map to find and describe key features of 
       the mountains. 

- Describe the key features of a mountain range. 
- Explain how different types of mountains are 
       formed. 

- Describe a mountainous climate. 
- Describe how tourism affects mountain regions. 
 

identifying landmarks shown on an Ordnance 

Survey map. 

- To use the eight points of a compass to build 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world by describing routes on a map. 

- To use four and six-figure grid references to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world by finding features on a 

map. 

-  To use the eight points of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world by planning a journey. 

- To name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics 

and land-use patterns; and understand how some 

of these aspects have changed over time by 

comparing maps and photographs of places.  
 

 

-Find countries in Europe and North and South 

America on a map. 

-Find cities in the UK on a map and identify some 

of their features. 

-Find information in an atlas using the index and 

simple co-ordinates. 

-Use a key to describe features on an Ordnance 

Survey map. 

-Use the eight compass points to describe 

routes on a map. 

-Use four or six-figure grid references to locate 

places on a map. 

-Plan a journey using the eight compass points 

and four or six-figure grid references. 

-Describe how land use has changed over time. 



 
 

 

 

Prior 

Knowledge 
 

Year 4 – Somewhere to settle 
Year 3 – Extreme Earth 

Year 4 – What is it like in Whitby? 

Year 3 – The UK 

Year 4 – All around the world and somewhere to settle 

Leads To 
 

Year 6 – Trade and economics Year 6 – Raging Rivers Year 6 – Amazing Americas 

Year 5 

Vocabulary 

Europe, Continent, Country, Capital City, Latitude, 

Arctic Circle, Physical Features, Climate, Human 

Geography, Land use, Residential, Industrial, Business, 

Retail, Leisure, Itinerary, Passport, Visa, Tourist 

Attractions, Nuclear Power, Radioactive Waste, 

Environmental Disaster 

Mountain, Range, Height, Peak, Contour, Altitude, 

Peaks, Slopes, Valley, Foot, Summit, Snow line, Tree 

line, Outcrop, Face, Ridge, Peak, Plateau, Fold 

Mountain, Fault-block Mountain, Dome Mountain, 

Volcanic Mountain, Plateau Mountain, Climate, 

Forecast, Average, Tourism, Positive, Negative, 

Economic, Social, Environmental 

Atlas, Index, Co-ordinates, Latitude, Longitude, Key, 

Symbol, Ordnance Survey, Compass, North, South, East, 

West, North-East, South-East, South-West, North-West, 

Grid reference, Easting, Northing, Silva Compass, Past, 

Present, Similarities, Differences  

Year 5 Intent 

• explain what a continent is 

• use an atlas to find the names of countries and identify 

some countries in Europe - Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, 

Poland, United Kingdom, Belarus, Finland, Estonia 

Find the capital cities of the countries above. 

• explain important physical features of an 

area of eastern Europe (Russia, Ukraine and Turkey) and 

compare them with the UK. 

• explain about the climate of an area of eastern 

Europe (Russia, Ukraine and Turkey) and compare it 

with the UK. 

 Locate the countries of the UK. 

 Locate cities of the UK – London, Edinburgh, 

Cardiff, Belfast, Cambridge, York, Durham, 

Newcastle, Manchester, Birmingham Glasgow, 

Aberdeen, Swansea, Derry/Londonderry, 

Bangor Inverness, Liverpool 

 Locate mountain ranges in the UK – Pennines, 

Grampians, Snowdonia, Dartmoor, Cumbrian, 

Sperrin mountains. 

 Locate the key mountain ranges of the world on 

a map - Alps, Pyrenees, Carpathians, 

Apennines, Urals, Balkans,  

 Explain how mountains are formed. 

 Describe the key features of a mountain range - 

summit, foot, snow line, valley, ridge, outcrop, 

slope, ridge, plateau, face.   

 Use a key to describe features on an Ordnance 
Survey map – castle, camp site, boundary line, railway 

line, railway station, main road, place of worship, nature 

reserve, level crossing 

 Use the eight compass points to describe 
routes on a map. 

 Use four or six-figure grid references to locate 
places on a map. 

 Use a grid reference 
 

Year 6 

Raging Rivers 
- To describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography.  

Trade and Economics 
- To describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including: types of 

Amazing Americas 



 
 

- To name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features. 
- To locate the world’s countries, using maps, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical characteristics. 
- To describe and understand key aspects of the 

features of rivers. 
- To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 
- To describe and understand key aspects of human 

geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade links, and the 

distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water.  
  
To explain the water cycle. 
To locate the key rivers of the world, starting with key 

rivers in the UK. 
To describe the key features of a river system. 
To use atlases and maps to identify the key features of a 

river system. 
To describe the ways rivers are used. 
To explain the impact of damming rivers. 

 

Field work study: Hamsterley Forest 

settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water.  
- To locate the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities.  
-  To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied. 
- To understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom and a region within North or South 

America.  

  
I can explain the UK’s trade links with other countries. 
I can use maps to show the UK’s trade links with other 

countries. 
I can explain trade links between El Salvador and the 

UK. 
To explain the importance of fair trade 
To explain the global supply chain. 
To explain how trading has changed through history. 

 

- To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied. 
-  To locate the world’s countries, using maps 

to focus on North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities.  
- Identify the position and significance of 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/ Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and 

night). 
- Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including climate zones, 

vegetation belts and biomes. 
- Use fieldwork to observe, measure and 

record the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs and 

digital technologies. 
- Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom. 
- Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental 

regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries and major cities. 

  
To identify the countries of North and South America 
To identify the capital city of a country 



 
 

To use geographical terminology to describe the location 

and characteristics of a range of places across the 

Americas. 
To describe the climates and biomes of different regions 

across the Americas. 
To identify physical and human geographical features of 

my local area. 
To tell you the names and locations of the ancient and 

new wonders of the world. • I can describe the 

characteristics and significance of a natural wonder of 

the Americas. 
 

Prior 

Knowledge 

 

Year 4 -What’s It Like In Whitby?  

Year 5 - Magnificent Mountains 

 

Year 5 - What can we discover about Eastern Europe? 

 

Year 3- Rainforests 

Year 4 - All Around The World and somewhere to settle 

Year 5 - Marvellous Maps 

 

Year 6 

Vocabulary 

Water cycle, Evaporation, Condensation, Precipitation, 

Closed cycle, Source, Mouth, Tributary, Discharge, 

Upper Course, Middle Course, Lower Course, Valley, 

Channel, Waterfall, Rapids, Gorge, Meander, Tributary, 

Confluence, Flood plain, Levee, Delta, Estuary, Erosion, 

Transportation, Deposition, Oxbow Lake, Overhang, 

Load, Leisure, Industry, Conservation, Pollution, Dam, 

Reservoir, Hydroelectric Power, Renewable Energy 

Trade, Import, Export, Key, El Salvador, Trading, 

Fair trade, Fairtrade, Globalisation, Brand, 

Multinational company, Tudor, Victorian, British 

Empire 

Continent, Country, City, North America, South 

America, Latitude, Longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, 

Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian, Time zone, Climate zone, 

Climate, Polar, Arctic, Temperate, Tropical, Subtropical, 

Latitude, Koppen System, Physical Geography, Human 

Geography, Settlement, Economy, Natural resources, 

River, Lake, Landscape, Mountain, Volcano, Biome, 

Vegetation Belt, Wildlife, Flora, Fauna, Water, 

Fieldwork, Measure, Observe, Record, Map, Sketch, 

Graph, Wonders of the World, Ancient, The Graet 

Pyramid of Giza, The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, 

Temple of Artemis at Ephesus, Statue of Zeus at 

Olympia, Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, Colossus of 

Rhodes, Lighthouse of Alexandria, Great Wall of China, 

Petra, The Colosseum, Chichen Itza, Machu Picchu, The 

Taj Mahal, Christ the Redeemer Statue 



 
 

Year 6 Intent 

 To understand the following terms related to 

river systems: Source, Mouth, Tributary, Upper 

Course, Middle Course, Lower Course, Valley, 

Meander, Tributary, Flood plain, Estuary, 

Erosion, Oxbow Lake 

 To name and locate the following rivers: Tyne, 

Wear, Tees, Thames, Amazon, Ganges and 

Mississippi. 

 To be able to explain the water cycle using the 

following terms: evaporation, condensation, 

precipitation, transpiration, solid, liquid, gas, 

surface run off. 

- To understand the terms export and import. 
- List some goods that are imported and exported 

to and from the UK. 
- To be able to explain what is meant by ‘fair 

trade’ and name some fair-trade products. 
- To locate El Salvador on a map and name some 

products that are exported from the country: 

coffee, cotton, sugar, fruit and nuts. 
 

- To name countries in North and South America: 

USA, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Peru. 

 

- To know how to use an atlas to locate a capital 

city. 

 

- To know the climate zones of the world. 

 

 


